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CAP Month
Overview

Kansas Children’s Service League (KCSL), as the Kansas chapter

of Prevent Child Abuse America (PCA America), leads a unified,
statewide CAP Month effort. We invite you to join us in April as we
champion prevention and the power of strong families. This guide
includes key information, tools and ready-to-use resources to support
your CAP Month activities. KCSL's Community Resource Library is here
to help you access materials for your outreach and awareness efforts.

#PinwheelsofPossibility




2026 Campaign Theme

Pinwheels of Possibility, Prevent Child Abuse America’s 2026 CAP Month theme, celebrates
what’s possible when communities show up for children and families. This April, KCSL will
spotlight the impact of early and ongoing support through digital storytelling, events and
activations across Kansas. When we invest in families, we create conditions where children can
grow up safe, supported and full of possibility.

The campaign reflects our proactive approach to child and family well-being. We work to
strengthen families before challenges become crises. Pinwheels of Possibility embraces
optimism and invites communities to imagine what can happen when families have the support
they need to succeed. By addressing pressures such as financial stress, mental and physical
health, and access to basic needs, we create conditions for children to thrive and families to

stay strong together.

CAP Month Kansas: Key Activations

« Wear Blue Day | Friday, April 10
Show your support for children and families by wearing blue!

= Post your photos or video on social media and include hashtags #WearBlueDay2026,
#CAPMonthKS and #PinwheelsofPossibility.

= Tag KCSL on Facebook and Instagram so we can share your efforts with our statewide
audiencel!

« Week of Action | April 13-17
Shine a spotlight on the strategies and everyday actions that expand what’s possible for
children and families.

=+ Pause and Plant a Pinwheel. Host a pinwheel garden planting event.

= Utilize the CAP Month social media assets (page 10) to raise awareness, share prevention
messages and more.

- National Home Visiting Week | April 20-24
Celebrate the dedication of home visitors and the impact of evidence-based home visiting in
communities.

= Like a blade on our pinwheel, home visiting centers families providing guidance, support
and resources they need to thrive. KCSL helps elevate this work and encourages you to
connect with local agencies and join the celebration.

Pinwheels of
POSSIBILITY

We DO NOT encourage events that use items to represent the number of abuse/neglect victims.
We want to educate the public on the importance of preventing child abuse.
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Preparing
for April

CAP Month is an opportunity to highlight prevention and the positive
impact your organization makes every day. Everyone has a role in
this effort, and we encourage you to get creative with your outreach.
Hosting an event? Planting pinwheels gardens? Share your efforts
on social media and tag KCSL so we can amplify your work across
the state! Contact Kim Osborne at kosborne@kcsl.org so we can
celebrate and keep track your efforts.
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The pinwheel symbol goes deeper than positive childhood experiences; its shape and motion
embody PCA America’s and KCSL's approach to prevention.

Prevent
Child
Abuse
America’

THE CENTER

We center families

THE BLADES

We foster the
environment that
enables every child and
family to thrive.

e——— TURNING MOTION

We create ongoing

centeri ng opportunities for growth

families
through
every turn.
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We’re providing you with talking points to help spread awareness, foster community action and
promote policies that ensure the safety and well-being of children and families. The talking
points below are designed to guide discussions and highlight the collective responsibility in
creating a nurturing environment free from abuse and neglect.

« Every child is born full of promise. When families have the support they need early, before
stress becomes a crisis, children grow up safer, healthier and full of hope for the future.

« Child abuse and neglect are preventable, and prevention begins when families and
communities are empowered to define what support looks like and systems align to meet
those needs.

« Pinwheels symbolize childhood joy and imagination, but they also represent something
deeper. They remind us that when the conditions are right, children can thrive.

« Prevention is about creating those conditions early by:
» Partnering with parents
» Strengthening families
» Investing in community-defined solutions

» Pinwheels of Possibility reflects a strengths-based vision that centers families and
communities as the foundation of child well-being.

« This CAP Month, we are intentionally shifting the national conversation:
» From individual parental blame = collective responsibility
» From crisis response =+ prevention infrastructure
» From systems deciding » communities defining solutions

« Preventing child abuse and neglect is a shared responsibility, one that requires collaboration
across early childhood, health, housing, education, business, faith and community-based
sectors.

« Prevention is not only possible, it is essential.

« For questions about child abuse prevention, call 1-800-CHILDREN or visit
1800childrenks.org.
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Showcase the work your organization is doing to further prevention efforts and strengthen
families and communities across Kansas. Let’s use this opportunity to highlight the importance
of our collective work in child abuse prevention and the positive change we’re creating
together.

GET ACTIVE ON SOCIAL
MEDIA

Use our provided assets
and come up with
prevention content of

your own! Tell your story
and be authentic to your
organization and mission.
We encourage you to follow
KCSL on social media, tag
us and share our prevention
messaging too!

PLANT A PINWHEEL
GARDEN

Pinwheel gardens will be
popping up across the
nation during CAP Month.
Order materials to create
pinwheel gardens of your
own and get involved with
local organizations and
businesses in the process.

Preparing for April

HOST A COMMUNITY
EVENT

Hosting a community event
is a great way to promote
togetherness and create

a network of support

for families. Resource

fairs, zoo days and other
family-friendly events are
encouraged.

PARTICIPATE IN WEAR
BLUE DAY

Show your support on
Friday, April 10 for Wear
Blue Day. Wear blue with
your team and encourage
others to do the same!
Share your pictures and
why you wear blue to social
media.

RAISE AWARENESS

Spread awareness by
reaching out to local
leaders, media and

other businesses in

your community. Help

us communicate the
importance of child abuse
prevention and programs
and policies that support
children and families.

ATTEND A KCSL
TRAINING

We offer training sessions
on a variety of topics
related to preventing
child abuse and neglect.
Expand your professional
knowledge! Register at
kcsl.org/what-we-do/
education/training/.

kcsl.org/resources/cap-month
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Awareness &
Engagement

This section features ready-to-use tools to help you bring Pinwheels
of Possibility to life in your community. Spark conversations, inspire
action and elevate prevention all April long. Every pinwheel garden,
event and social post highlights what’s possible when families have
the support they need. Your efforts raise awareness and strengthen
communities across Kansas. Need help contacting state legislators?
Reach out to Kim Osborne at kosborne@kcsl.org.

#PinwheelsofPossibility
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Ordering Materials

Ready to plant your Pinwheels of Possibility? Order your CAP Month materials using our online
form: tinyurl.com/OrderFormKCSL.

+ Please allow up to two weeks for shipping.

=+ Pinwheel boxes are large and costly to ship, so we encourage local parthers to arrange
pickup when possible.

= Pickup may be available at our Wichita or Topeka offices.

+ After we receive your order, our team will follow up by phone or
email to coordinate payment.

= You may pay by credit card over the phone or by mailing a
check.

=+ Mail checks to:
Kansas Children’s Service League
Attn: Kim Osborne - CAP Materials
1365 N Custer Street
Wichita, KS 67203

The Pinwheel and Pinwheels for Prevention® are trademarked to PCA America and
must be used in accordance with their guidelines.

Pricing
« Pinwheels - $1.25 each, bulk pricing for orders over 500 ($1 each)

« Pinwheel Lapel Pins - $2.50 each
« Yard signs - $8.50 each

Outdoor Pinwheel Kit - $50 Includes: Office Pinwheel Kit - $25 Includes:
« 25 pinwheels - 10 pinwheels

 1yard sign « 1 Why Pinwheels sign

« Tlapel pin - 1lapel pin

« 25 bookmarks « 25 bookmarks

« 25 magnets « 25 magnets

« 10 stickers « 10 stickers

- 10 tattoos - 10 tattoos

FOR ALL ORDERING AND MATERIAL QUESTIONS,
contact Kim Osborne at (316) 942-4261 x1348 or kosborne@kcsl.org.
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Social Media Assets

Co-Brand #CAPMonthKS

Bring Pinwheels of Possibility to your feeds with ready-to-use social media graphics and
captions. We've created high-resolution assets you can easily co-brand with your organization’s
logo.

Download materials at kcsl.org/resources/cap-month/#social-media and share them
throughout April. Be sure to use #PinwheelsofPossibility and #CAPMonthKS to connect your
posts to the statewide conversation. Follow, share and tag us so we can amplify your work and
celebrate prevention together.

EXAMPLE:
Facebook Instagram

ApriI is CAP Month!

) . ) YOUR LOGO
@), Kensos Chidrens Service League GOES HERE

Co-Branding Tips

April is CAP Month!

. . YOUR LOGO
Q Kansas Children' Service League GOES HERE

=» Use a PNG of your logo to avoid a white background.
=+ Place your logo in the designated blank shape and leave space around both logos.

=+ Tag us: @MyKCSL on Facebook and @kansaschildren on Instagram.

Awareness & Engagement kesl.org/resources/cap-month 11
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Items to Download

We are happy to provide free materials to help you celebrate CAP Month. These items are
a great way to raise awareness for Pinwheels of Possibility. To download the flyers, family
activities calendar and more, visit our website kcsl.org/resources/cap-month/#toolkit.

HANDOUTS:
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Wear Blue on April 10

for Child Abuse Prevention Month

Aprilis Child Abuse Prevention (CAP)
Month, and this year we're celebrating
Pinwheels of Possibility! On April 10
wear blue to show your commitment to
support families. Snap a photo, share
why you support prevention and help us
spread the message across Kansas.

Celebrate All Month Long
+ Pause and plant a pinwheel garden.
+ Wear a pinwheel pin.

+ Host a community event
+ Start conversations that strengthen
families.

Share your pictures using
#PinwheelsofPossiblty, #CAPMONINKS
and #WearBlueDay2026, and tag us on
social medial
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Working with
the Media

Our media kit helps you raise awareness and drive engagement
around child abuse prevention during CAP Month. Use these tools to
strengthen your outreach, share the impact of your work and highlight
the power of Pinwheels of Possibility across your community. Together,
we can amplify a clear, consistent message: prevention works, and
families thrive when communities invest in them.

#PinwheelsofPossibility




Media Kit: Tell the Story of Possibility

Media outreach helps you spotlight Pinwheels of Possibility and show your community what
prevention looks like in action. Keep it simple, clear and compelling.

Find Your Story

You don’t need to be a professional writer; you just need a clear reason why your effort matters.
Lead with heart. Lead with impact. That’s your story. Ask yourself:

« Is this the first event of its kind in your community?

+ Are you part of a larger movement to prevent child abuse and neglect?

« Is there a volunteer, student or partner with a story that inspires?

+ |s a family willing to share how your program made a difference?

Build Your Media List

A strong media list sets you up for success. Identify the right contact before you pitch.
« Check local news websites for reporters covering metro, community or lifestyle.
« Contact producers of local TV and radio public affairs shows. Book early, as interviews often
schedule weeks in advance.
+ Include community newsletters and school papers.

Write the Press Release or Letter to the Editor
Keep it clear and concise, no more than two pages.

« Use quotes from partners or participants.

- Include exact dates, times, locations and contact information.

« Add your own contact information for follow-up.

« Follow word-count guidelines for letters to the editor.

Access CAP Month Letter to the Editor and Wear Blue Day press release templates at
kcsl.org/resources/cap-month/#toolkit.

Contact the Press
Email your press release several weeks before your event or before April begins. Paste the
release directly into the body of your email. Avoid attachments.

- For day-of coverage, send a short media alert two to seven days in advance.

« Post your release on your website and promote it through social media to extend your reach.

Follow Up
Call to confirm receipt and briefly pitch your story. Be respectful of deadlines. If they’re busy, ask
for a better time to reconnect. Professional persistence works.

Media Kit kesl.org/resources/cap-month 14
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Media Kit, continued

Prepare for Interviews
Be ready with:
+ Key statistics
« Event details
« Clear talking points
« A strong, two-minute “mission message”

Know your message and stick to it. Bring printed materials reporters can reference later. Be
prepared to answer:

« Why does this effort matter?

« How does your organization support families?

« How can people get involved?

« Why should the community care about child abuse prevention?

Share Your Success
Media coverage builds momentum. Send links or copies of coverage to KCSL at
kosborne@kcsl.org. We love highlighting partners and sharing your success across Kansas!

Every story you tell plants another Pinwheel of Possibility, and brings prevention to life.

Media Kit kesl.org/resources/cap-month 15



https://www.kcsl.org/resources/cap-month/
mailto:kosborne%40kcsl.org?subject=CAP%20Month%20success

Kansas Children’s Service League

Stronger families start here.

Pinwheels of
POSSIBILITY

We thank you for your dedication to Kansas children and families!

2 Prevent Child Abuse

#PinwheelsofPossibility

kcsl.org/resources/cap-month

Kansas
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