What to do About Children
Who Lie, Cheat & Steal
Parents should be concerned if their child frequently lies, cheats
in school or steals. To a small extent, these things are not unusual,
but most children pass this phase before it becomes a problem.
However, constant lying, cheating and stealing may be clues
leading to a more serious problem.
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Lying, cheating and stealing often go together. They cause mistrust and
suspicion among those affected by the child’s actions. While damaged
family relationships can be repaired, there can be permanent school
and legal problems.
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• Give your child the opportunity to express feelings.
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For more online tip cards, visit kcsl.org
under the “Resources” tab.
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Parenting questions? Call the Parent Helpline.
1-800-CHILDREN or email/text 1800children@kcsl.org
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